BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

teachers of the Institute.   All go to her for comfort and
advice.

"The 'mothers' meetings' grew out of the first Tuskegee
Negro Conference held at Tuskegee in February, 1892.
Mrs. Washington, as she sat in the first meeting of Negro
farmers and heard what they had to say, was impressed
with the fact that history was repeating itself. Here
again, as in the early days of the woman's suffrage move-
ment, women had no place worth mentioning in the im-
portant concerns of life outside the household. While
there were many women present at this first conference,
they did not seem to realize that they had any interest
in the practical affairs that were being discussed by their
sons and husbands. While her husband was trying to
give these farmers new ideas, new hopes, new aspirations,
the thought came to Mrs. Washington that the Tuskegee
village was the place for her to begin a work which should
eventually include all the women of the county and of the
neighboring counties. The country colored women crowd
into the villages of the South on Saturday, seeking to
vary the monotony of their hard and cheerless lives.
Mrs. Washington determined to get hold of these women
and utilize the time spent in town to some good purpose.
Accordingly, the first mothers' meeting was organized in
the upper story of an old store which then stood on the
main street of the village. The stairs were so rickety
that the women were almost afraid to ascend them. It
answered the purpose temporarily, however, and there
was no rent to pay. How to get the women to the meet-
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